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opening the public dispatches, and desired the chief mate to request the
captain to bring the vessel up to town. The mate, however, wrote and
advised him to put to sea., which he immediately did, leaving- his chief
officer and the passenger prisoners, who after one month's detention at
Bassein, and great trouble, were permitted to purchase boats to convey
themselves to Rangoon, whence they proceeded to Calcutta. This
unjustifiable outrage was allowed to pass unnoticed.

1805. The only occurrence of the year was the capture, by H. M.
ship Albatross, of a vessel named the " Kegina," which was in some way
connected with the Burmese, who, on tearing of it, imprisoned and
threatened with death all British subjects then in Rangoon. The
vessel was afterwards given up to the Burmese authorities at Rangoon^
by order of Admiral Trowbridge ; an act which was of course attribute^
to ourjftw*.

1808. In this year an envoy arrived at Calcutta from the Governor
of Arracan, object not known.

Captain Canning's second Mission, 1809. The French isles having
been blockaded by orders from England, Captain Canning was deputed
to Rangoon as Governor General's Agent, for the following1 objects*;

1st. To acquaint the Burmese Government, that the Isles of Prance
were blockaded by orders from England, and that all vessels, whether
from Burmah or any other country, detected in communicating with
them, would be confiscated.

2nd. To soothe them for the consequent diminution of their Pegue
trade, to explain the nature of the blockade system ; that by European
states, where it is understood, it is submitted to as an unavoidable
inconvenience, and is not considered as an hostile act.

3rd. To explain to them, that the brig " Burmah," which together
with her cargo had been seized and condemned by the English Admiralty
Court, was proved to be French property.

4th. To protect British persons and property in Burmah, and to
watch narrowly the state of French interest, &c.

Captain Canning was directed not to proceed to court unless invited
to do so, and not even then, unless he deemed it expedient; but
having accomplished the object of his mission, to return with all speed
to Bengal. He arrived at Rangoon on the 2nd October, 1809, and was
well received by the local Government, la their state dresses at a
private house. The Ye-Woon was again acting Governor, and for the
first time behaved with politeness, and dispensed with the ceremony of
sending the baggage to the custom-house.

18th October. The local Government displayed their usual anxiety
to get at the presents, and were much surprised at Captain Canning>
communications, and could not understand why our war with France
should injure their commerce, they being at peace with both nations,
His letters were this day forwarded to courtt, and on the 95th, he had
a friendly interview with the Viceroy, who returned from the capital,
and reassumed the Government of Rangoon.

The local Government continued their civilities to him, until the 21st
* December J, when in pursuance of orders from the King, he set out for

* Letter from Mr. Secretary Edmonstone to Captain Canning, dfttcd 20tK
July, 1809.

f Letters.from Captain Canning to Mr. Secretary Lushington, dated 2nd, 18th
2lst, and 25th October; 23rd November, 1800 ; nnd Narrative of his Mission
addressed to Mr. Secretary Edmonstone, dated 8th May, JS10.               *

+ Letter from Captain Canning to Mr. Secretary Im*hinrton, dated 8th
January, 1810.